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Rep.- Wolf- Urges Halt in Release of Detainees to Yemen
By Tim Starks, €Q Staff |

_ Rep. Frank R. Wolf of Vlrglma called on the Obama administration to cease releasing Guantanamo
detainees to Yemen in light of Al Qaeda’s newly prominent role there, Wthh was underscored by an
attempted airline bombing on Dec. 25. : : :

- Inaletter to the pre51dent Tuesday, Wolf the top GOP member of the Commerce- Just1ce Smenee
Appropriations:Subcommitteé, outlined a pattern of “radicalization” in Yemen that he said could

- come back to haunt the United States

_ The Justice D l_epartrnent announced the release of detalnees from the U. S facrhty at Guantanamo
- Bay, Cuba to Y' men as recently as Dee. 20,

_ : ts in Yemen also have played prvotal roles in attacks agamst the U.S., including the
. ‘radicalization oF ‘alleged Northwest Airlines terrorist Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, alleged Fort Hood
terrorist Major’ NidaF Hasan, and the June 1 killing of a soldier in Little Rock, ‘Arkansas;” Wolf wrote.
- “How many- othiér Westerners or dual passport holders are ourrentIy in Yemen that may be exposed
‘.to similar radlcahzatron‘7” - :

It was the srxth request Wolf has made to the administration not to release Guantanamo detainees ,
Ctof unstable” countrtes Wolf said he has not recetved any responses to his letters )

, 'Ihe Embassy 'of Yemen released a government statement defendmg its record on ﬁghtmg terrorists
: '!and calling for mcreased mtematlonal mte]lrgence sharing. ,

. “Yemen is and retnains an actlve partner of the mtematlonal cornmumty in the war agamst

* terrorism. Efforts of Yemeni secunty agencies to continue ongoing operations and prosecutrons
.against terrorist operatives from AL Qaeda will not falter,” accordmg to the statement which was

reléased Dec. 28. : : :

But the country is hkely to face more scrutiny from the Umted States in light of the recent bonibing
attempt. :

“We do not yet have all the answers about thls latest attempt, but those who would slaughter
innocent men, women and children must know that the United States will do.more than simply -
strengthen our defenses — we will continué to use every element of our national power to disrupt, to
dismantle and défeat the violent extremists who threaten us — - whether they are from Afghanistan or
‘Pakistan, Yemen or Somalia, or anywhere where they are plottmg attacks against the U.S.
, 'homeland ” President Obama said: Dec 28. -
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